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 Oregon Joint Use Association

Standards Committee

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, November 16, 2011
Chair Dan Wittmer called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.   
Present





Dan Wittmer, Emerald PUD, Chair
Corey Cook, PacifiCorp

David Barks, McMinnville Water & Light

Paul Birkeland, OPUC

Gary Putnam, OPUC

Gary Payne, CenturyLink
Dave Chaney, Accent
Scott Wheeler, Comcast
Dan McGraw, CenturyLink
F. Scott Jennings, Frontier
OJUA Staff

Mary Tucker
Approval of Minutes

Motion: Moved by Corey Cook and seconded by Gary Payne to approve the minutes of the September 29, 2011 meeting as amended. Motion passed.
Old Business
Grandfathering: Gary Payne explained that the standards committee would like to plagiarize the PacifiCorp grandfathering spreadsheet and make it more general for OJUA use. Corey will send the most up-to-date version of PacifiCorp’s spreadsheet. The 1961 version of the NESC code states that nothing could be grandfathered in, that all code must meet the 1961 standards. (Corey will look for the actual language and send it out to the committee.) Hence, the PacifiCorp spreadsheet only goes back to 1961. Scott Wheeler will work with Gary Payne on fleshing out the com side of the grandfathering issue.

OPUC Safety staff will be sending out a letter soliciting input on adopting the new 2012 code. The OPUC needs to estimate the financial impact on the industry.

 Pole Boxing/IEEE letter: Chair Dan Wittmer reported that he had reworked the letter and sent it out to the committee. Gary Putnam thought the Standards committee should not send out a letter that goes against the Oregon Statues. The OARs don’t allow for deferrals beyond 10 years. David Barks commented that both the NESC and the OARs need to be followed. Corey Cook explained this is only about the boxing rule, there is an industry opinion that longitudinal runs do not constitute a violation. OPUC safety staff, on the other hand, says it is a violation. It is only on this specific issue that the ‘violation’ would be deferred for longer than 10 years. The OAR states an organization has 10 years to correct any non-conformance to the NESC code, the issue at  hand is the discrepancy between the OJUA interpretation of the code and the interpretation by the OPUC safety staff. The issue was sent to the IEEE for an interpretation, but IEEE was not asked to change the code and make it clearer. The next code change will be in 2017, but the NESC committees are currently meeting now. The OJUA Standards committee could send in a request to get the 2017 rule clarified. Until then the violation will be written up and deferred in anticipation of the code clarification. There are not a large number of poles that meet these specific conditions.

Scott Wheeler reported that Comcast has not received any damage reports from someone climbing over the longitudinal runs. Both Frontier and CenturyLink concur.

Corey Cook suggested the committee needs some engineering perspective to clarify what the exact issue is. Corey volunteered to find an engineer from PacifiCorp. Gary Putnam suggested someone who actually climbs poles. The OPUC safety staff noted the NESC code says “past” not ‘over’, in their opinion, ‘through’ is ok. 
This issue needs to be taken to the executive committee and then the OJUA board to see what their input would be. The lead should come from the comm. side, although power is the one actually climbing over. PacifiCorp has volunteered representatives on the committee. This issue is tabled until the January meeting.

Once the request for the code has been hammered out, it should be sent to the OPUC staff to see if it would result in a change in their interpretation. The OPUC staff should be involved in the process. 

New Business

Defining Terms: At the Annual Meeting the issue of term meanings came up. The committee will individually think about the terms they use and their definitions. The issue will be added to the Committee’s list of priorities. The OARs have definitions as well as the OJUA prioritization of repair schedule. 

Example: Is an imminent danger/hazard defined as something that needs to be fixed within 30 days or is it taken care of immediately? Conditions and timeframes need to be fleshed out and defined.
OARs currently have three time frames – immediately, 2 years, and 10 years. ‘Immediately’ needs to be specified more clearly.

Mapping Update: Dave Chaney gave an update on the mapping project. He currently has Qwest’s information, but not all of CenturyLink’s information. Dan McGraw will send him some info and reported that the CenturyLink service area is on their website. Dan Wittmer reported that the com info on the map is spotty. Frontier needs to send in some updated information.
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the Salem office.    
Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
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