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 Oregon Joint Use Association

Standards Committee

Meeting Minutes

July 8, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 1:07 p.m.   
Members Present






Chair Lee (Chair) Charter Communications 

Tamara Johnson, Springfield Utility Board

John Wallace, PUC Staff
Scott Wheeler, Comcast

OJUA Staff

Genoa Ingram

Members Not Present 

Dave Chaney, Accent Inc.
Jim Corwin, Verizon
Stan Cowles, Qwest

Jim Flu, PacifiCorp 

Scott Jennings, Verizon 
Jim McGuire, PGE 

Gary Payne, Qwest

Gary Putnam, PUC Staff

Rob Kolosvary, PGE

Mark Simonson, Utility Consultants

John Sullivan, PGE

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the  May 13, 2009 meeting were approved as amended.  
Mapping Update
Chair Lee reported that, according to a flyer he had received, Verizon appeared to be transferring ownership to Frontier.  The transaction would likely take a year.  Charter is no longer in Brownville, Cave Junction and Westin/Adams/Athena.  
Construction Practices
Chair Lee acknowledged that with completion of the Best Practices Manual, this item can be removed from future agendas.  He urged Committee members to promote usage of the Manual. 
Standardization of Pole Attachment Application Form
Deferred.
Loose Wires

Staff asked to edit EXHIBIT A to the loose wire discussion on the website.  This item may be removed from future agendas. 

Accuracy Rate
The Committee reviewed the “Discussion of Accuracy” document (EXHIBIT B) and discussed conditions that are violations of OARs but are not code violations.  The Committee discussed adding “construction violates pole owner standards but not the NESC.  John Wallace stated that the Commission safety rules are defined as NESC safety code, adding that the NESC defines itself as the minimum standard and any entity is allowed to set  a higher standard.  Contracts between the parties can supersede the NESC.  Every contract refers to specific construction standards and may be more stringent.  The Committee discussed adding a sixth bullet point, “Construction violates joint use construction standards as defined in OAR 860.028.0115 but not specifically the NESC.”  
After some discussion, the Committee agreed to add the language from  OAR  860.028.0115 (2) under “Duties of Pole Owner”:
An owner must establish, maintain, and make available to occupants its joint use construction standards for attachment to its poles, towers, and for joint space in conduits.  Standards for attachment must apply uniformly to attachments by all operators, including the owner.      (See highlighted language, EXHIBIT B).
Grandfathering
Committee members recalled that the discussion had last ended with attempts to secure electronic copies of PacifiCorp’s table.  Hard copies were provided to Committee members (EXHIBIT B
Other Business

Chair Lee announced that he would resign his chairmanship, effective today.  He asked Tamara Johnson to assume Chairmanship and he would continue as a member.  He asked staff to revise the agenda to reflect “current” and “deferred” issues.  He identified future immediate committee focus to include:

· Grandfathering

· NESC Field Reference Card

· Mapping Updates

· Climbing Space (Boxing the Pole)   
· Accuracy Rates

Next Meeting 
The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, August 12 at 8:30 a.m.    
Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:03 p.m.
\
EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT B

Discussion of “Accuracy” relating to Notices of Violations

Relevant Oregon Administrative Rules:
860-028-0115   *Duties of Structure Owners* 

(2)  An owner must establish, maintain, and make available to occupants its joint use construction standards for attachment to its poles, towers, and for joint space in conduits.  Standards for attachment must apply uniformly to attachments by all operators, including the owner.
 (6)  An owner must ensure the accuracy of inspection data prior to transmitting information to the pole occupant.

860-028-0170  *Plans of Correction* (1)  A plan of correction must, at a minimum, set out: 

(a) Any disagreement, as well as the facts on which it is based, that the pole occupant has with respect to the violations alleged by the pole owner in the notice;

Discrepancies of Data contained in Notice of Violation

1. Notified entity is not located on the pole (nor required to attach)

2. Stated violation does not exist 

3. Misidentified facility in violation (e.g., TV drop is cut and hanging, not telephone)

4. Code not properly applied to attachment (e.g., exceptions for communication drops over driveways attached to highest point of house only need 11’6”, not 15’ 6”)
5. Pole cannot be located with information provided

Other discrepancies, which often require a pole inspection and response, but would not be considered an issue of “accuracy”:

· Another entity created the violation (disputed)

· Citing party does not own the pole 

· Grandfathered attachments
· Communications spacing agreements (less than 12” separation at the pole, yet the parties have an agreement, which by code, is not a violation)
· Facilities on the pole have been modified since the inspection data was transmitted, and therefore a violation on Notice may not exist
October 14, 2008

EXHIBIT C 
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