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November 18, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 10:15 a.m.   A quorum was present:
Members Present






Gary Lee (Chair), Charter Communications Scott Jennings, Verizon 
Rob Kolosvary, PGE
Gary Putnam, PUC Staff

John Wallace, PUC Staff
Scott Wheeler, Comcast 
Bill Woods, PacifiCorp
OJUA Staff

Genoa Ingram

Members Not Present 

David Asgharian, PacifiCorp

Dave Chaney, Accent Inc.
Jim Corwin, Verizon
Stan Cowles, Qwest

Jim Flu, PacifiCorp 

Tamara Johnson, Springfield Utility Board

Jeff Liberty, Bend Broadband
Mary Mason, Central Lincoln PUD 
Gary Payne, Qwest

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the October 14, 2008 meeting were approved as amended.  
PDA Software Evaluation

Chair Lee indicated that he had business cards and contact information for the vendors who had expressed interest in offering services to OJUA members.  
Mapping Update
Rob Kolosvary indicated that he would be willing to assist with the update but would like to be brought current regarding the status of the project.   Chair Lee recalled that K&B’s most recent update included boundary changes and other basic information and that Dave Chaney had indicated that he might be able to interface the information with Google Earth or a similar project.  Dave had requested a power level map from the PUC and had discovered that that map was not a good resource.  Dave had indicated that it would take time to transpose boundaries with the resources to which he has access.  
Staff reported that Dave had made a request for funding for two of his techs to assist him on the project.  Staff has requested an estimate to take to the Executive Committee in December.  Chair Lee agreed to champion the request for funds. 
The goal is for the finished project to be placed on the OJUA web site so that power companies will be able to specifically indicate their areas of inspection for the upcoming year.  Rob reiterated that he is willing to donate his time to assist.  He added that there may be a requirement to purchase of a license for Google Earth.  He emphasized the need to create the best boundaries possible, which should include township, range and section. The Committee agreed that updates and revisions should be generated at the beginning of the year. 
Pole Identification Matrix

Project Completed and posted to web site. .  
Pole Identification Form
Deferred.

Loose Wires
Chair Lee will review his notes and provide an updated document for next meeting. 
Error Rate
Chair Lee distributed his most recent revisions.  (EXHIBIT A)  There was discussion regarding whether errors or discrepancies include contract provision and, if so, if the document should be modified.  Bill Woods felt that the issue was covered under “grandfathering’.  Gary Putnam questioned why sanctions were being discussed.  Staff was asked to include the document in the Board meeting materials for the December 18 meeting.  There was discussion whether the Committee wanted to recommend an error rate and anything over that threshold was unacceptable. 
Rob commented that companies don’t always control the group that inspects.  Chair Lee indicated that his preference would be to zero in on a percentage rate and would like to pursue that with the Board.  Committee members agreed that there should be a standard; they agreed, by consensus, that ten percent was reasonable. Chair Lee agreed to bring the issue to the Board.
Grandfathering
Chair Lee noted that the document had not been discussed in some time and suggested that once construction practices had been completed, the grandfathering issue be revisited
Facility Markers
Chair Lee noted that the OJUA had attempted to promote facility identification in response to the PUC.  However, it currently does not make sense to tag every attachment; however, leads should be tagged.  Chair Lee stated that the workers on the line must be aware of who owns the equipment.  The Committee discussed various identification methods currently in use, including bar coding and RFIDs.  Scott expressed concern about including tagging requirements in the contract, making failure to tag a sanctionable condition.  The Committee discussed the possibility of listing a “pros and cons” of tagging on the website, along with possible vendor and decided to take it to the Board for direction.
Construction Practices 

The subcommittee will meet immediately following today’s meeting. 

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the OJUA Standards Committee was scheduled for Tuesday, November 18, 1:00 (immediately at the Salem Area Chamber of Commerce, Market and Commercial, in NE Salem.  
Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:03 p.m.
EXHIBIT “A”

Discussion of “Accuracy” relating to Notices of Violations

Relevant Oregon Administrative Rules:
860-028-0115   *Duties of Structure Owners* (6)  An owner must ensure the accuracy of inspection data prior to transmitting information to the pole occupant.

860-028-0170  *Plans of Correction* (1)  A plan of correction must, at a minimum, set out: 

(a) Any disagreement, as well as the facts on which it is based, that the pole occupant has with respect to the violations alleged by the pole owner in the notice;

Discrepancies of Data contained in Notice of Violation

1. Notified entity is not located on the pole (nor required to attach)

2. Stated violation does not exist 

3. Mis-identified facility in violation (e.g., TV drop is cut and hanging, not telephone)

4. Code not properly applied to attachment (e.g., exceptions for communication drops over driveways attached to highest point of house only need 11’6”, not 15’ 6”)

5. Pole cannot be located with information provided

Other discrepancies, which often require a pole inspection and response, but would not be considered an issue of “accuracy”:

· Another entity created the violation (disputed)

· Citing party does not own the pole 

· Grandfathered attachments
· Communications spacing agreements (less than 12” separation at the pole, yet the parties have an agreement, which by code, is not a violation)
· Facilities on the pole have been modified since the inspection data was transmitted, and therefore a violation on Notice may not exist
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