
 Oregon Joint Use Association

Standards Committee

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, January 18, 2012
Chair Dan Wittmer called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m.   
Present





Dan Wittmer, Emerald PUD, Chair
David Barks, McMinnville Water & Light

Paul Birkeland, OPUC

Gary Putnam, OPUC

F. Scott Jennings, Frontier
Jim Flu, Pacific Power

Bill Hamelman, Frontier

OJUA Staff

Mary Tucker
Approval of Minutes

Motion: Moved by David Barks and seconded by Scott Jennings to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2011 meeting as amended. Motion passed.
Old Business
Grandfathering: Chair Dan Wittmer will follow up with Corey Cook about the grandfathering matrix. Jim Flu reported that Pacific Power is hoping to have the matrix finalized within the next week. Gary Payne has stepped back from working on the com side of the grandfathering spreadsheet. The com information will need to be added by another committee member to be decided upon at the March meeting. 
2012 NESC Code adoption: The OPUC staff sent out their 2012 NESC adoption letter along with a letter from JR Gonzales about the 5 year check in. If there are any concerns about adopting the code, please notify the OPUC staff. Frontier expressed concern about being unable to comply with rule 217A4 in certain metropolitan areas. The 2007 rule and the 2012 rule follow:
2007 code – Rule 217 A4: Obstructions: Signs, posters, notices, and other attachments shall not be placed on supporting structures without concurrence of the owner. Supporting structures should be kept free from other climbing hazards such as tacks, nails, vines, and through bolts not properly trimmed.

2012 code – Rule 217 A4b: Attachments shall neither obstruct the climbing space nor present a climbing hazard to utility personnel. Through-bolts shall be properly trimmed. Vines, nails, tacks, or other items which may interfere with climbing should be removed before climbing.

OPUC staff emphasized the word “should”. 

 Pole Boxing/NESC code change: The OJUA Executive committee has questioned if this should be a priority for the Standards committee. Dan Wittmer will be attending the next Executive committee meeting to discuss the direction of the Standards Committee. Until then this issue is tabled.  
Mapping Update: Frontier is waiting for their data to be completed and updated before they send it in to Accent. 

Decorative Street Lights: Cities are usually the culprits in the decorative street light issue. Cities will set a pole that com passes by, com needs to attach to it to meet code, but the city won’t allow attachments. It is unclear if industry reps attending the city planning meetings to educate the planning committees about the NESC issues would be helpful. A lot of franchise agreements allow the city to do whatever they want to do. The committee has requested that Dave Marne speak to this issue at the Spring Training, specifically the following: 

Wire Coverings
Pole type

Clearances – which applies when
Where measurement should be taken
Which 2012 NESC rule covers this issue

New Business

Pole Attachment Application Form: Dan Wittmer reported that he is requiring his applicants to go through NJUNS. The committee concurred that they all use NJUNS. Frontier stated they have application problems in Washington and with some of the smaller entities in Oregon, but not with any of the larger organizations. David Barks suggested that the standard OJUA application may have originally been suggested for the smaller operations. Jim Flu stated that NJUNS does not always have all the information needed for inspections. Pacific Power uses their own application in addition to NJUNS. The attachment information is tied to a request through NJUNS so they are able to track it. The additional information is kept so if they ever need to perform a load analysis they have all the information needed. The OJUA form would only include the minimum information needed. Dan Wittmer reported that additional information can be added to the NJUNS module as a mask. 
Previous Standard Projects: Staff will make a notebook of previous Standard committee projects, for the committee to have on hand.
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 21 at 10:00 a.m. in the Salem office.    
Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:04 a.m.
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